Development of the Loretto Shrine

As the Shrine A preared

in 1863
Beginning of rhe Shrine of
Our Lady of Lore tto in 1855

The Shrine Chapel Built
in J870

The Shrine Chapd Enlarged
in J872.
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The history of their stay at St. Nazianz, now thirty-three years, has been
marked, not so much with deeds attracting public attention, but rather with
numberless daily deeds of charity, the kind that are seen from Above only;
for they have labored as true handmaids of the Lord, humbly, quietly, prayer
fully, unto their sanctification and the welfare of their neighbor. God bless
and reward them!
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Shrine of Our Lady of Loretto

ar

St. Nazianz, Wis.
Introduction

was devotion to our Lady of Loretto that prompted the .saintl y
founder of St. Nazianz, vVisconsin, to erect a shrine in her honor.
In the course of time and thTough the providential mercy of God
this shrine has grown into a blessed and fruitful resort for the
__
afflicted and the devout. Miracles, also, though of the less sensa
tional kind, are not wanting; for Mary mercifully deigns to alleviate the
needs of all who humbly and confidently ask.
"Most powerful Mother, all men know
Thy Son denies thee naught;
Thou askest, wishest it, and lo!
His power thy will has wrought."
The shrine of our Lady, popularly known as the "Loretto Chapel," of
which we speak, is plain, unassuming, even poor, as was the little dwelling of
Nazareth. As if enthroned amid woodland beauties, it stands on the summit
of a hill whose one side slopes off into undulating meadows and fields, while
the other forms a steep and abrupt incline, whose side is clothed with a beauti
ful and inviting wood. At the foot of this incline there is a pleasant and peace
ful little lake, along whose western shore and meandering among the trees a
winding woodland Way of the Cross leads up the hill to the very doors of the
shrine. The shrine, with its gray stuccoed walls, its four small, circular, stained
glass windows, and its modest belfry, is simplicity itself. One may well com
pare the chapel to the humble St. Joseph; for, like him, it has the privilege of
harboring and protecting the Mother of our Savior, not in the flesh, 'tis true,
but in the form of a unique statue, through which our heavenly Mother has
mercifully deigned to shower her favors and blessings on suffering souls for
upwards of half a century.

The Story of the Shrine
The story of how the shrine on Loretto Hill developed to its present
stage is both interesting and edifying. The seedlet, so to speak, of the shrine
and the consequent devotion to our Lady of Loretto was planted about the
year 1855 by the Rev. Ambrose Oschwald, the founder of St. Nazianz. The
devout priest placed a statue of our Lady (the very same, it seems, which is
now venerated ) in the niche of a giant linden rooted on the spot where the chapel
now stands. This first shrine, though primitive and crude, was nevertheless
indicative of Father Oschwald's love and zeal for Mary and her glory. It was
a small seedlet, indeed, which, though growing and flowering profusely, has
not yet reached full bloom. For who can tell but that some future day (not
too future, we hope) will see a splendid structure, more worthy of our heavenly
Queen, grace the summit of Loretto Hill?
It seems, however, that the elements resented such a lowly throne for
their Queen; for, in 1863, the mighty linden was uprooted during a storm.
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The Rev. Fr. Oschwald then incased and mounted the statue on a pedestal
set up on the site of the uprooted tree. It is to be noted that already at this
juncture Loretto Hill was famed as a place of pilgrimage. Furthermore, a
goodly number of votive offerings, crutches and canes bore mute testimony
to the many signal favors that were there received.
Not very long after the above-mentioned enshrinement a gale caused
the limb of a nearby tree to shatter the case containing our Lady's image.
Thereupon Father Oschwald determined to build a more worthy and a safer
protection. For this purpose he erected, in 1870, a small chapel (the northern
half of the present edifice) wherein, amid the general rejoicing of his people,
he enthroned the same blessed image of Mary with much pomp and ceremony.
This gave devotion to our Lady of Loretto a new impetus. It continued to
increase to such an extent that several years later Father Oschwald deemed it
necessary to enlarge the chapel. Accordingly, he added the southern half
of the present structure, surmounting the whole with a becoming belfry and
bell. This was in 1872, the dedication taking place Sept. 8th, the Feast of
the Nativity. At this time a permanent altar was erected and holy Mass cele
brated. Thereafter Holy Mass was offered upon many Feast days of the
Blessed Virgin and on many Saturdays. It was one of the last works of his
life-a life dedicated to the service of God and man.

Pilgrimages and Processions
Pilgrimages and processions have ever been intimately connected with
places and objects consecrated to our Divine Savior, to Mary or to any of the
Saints, and dear to the hearts of the faithful. Holy Mother Church has al
ways given these manifestations of piety her gracious approbation and blessing.
The pilgrimages to the Holy Land are as old as the Church herself; and those
to Lourdes, together with its processions, are renowned.
Pilgrimages and processions to Loretto Hill in honor of our Lady of Loretto
date back almost to the very beginning of the shrine and the devotion. It
was in 1860, that they began. It is a real spiritual stimulant to picture to one
self the entire company of devout. settlers praying and singing as they go in
procession through " the forest primeval" to Mary's sylvan chapel. These
processions took place on Sundays and Holydays, especially those of the
Blessed Virgin. Both public as well as private pilgrimages were given an
added incentive when Father Oschwald, who seems always to have been
looking for opportunities to encourage his people in their devotions, caused
the Stations of the Cross to be placed beside the pathway up the hillside to
the chapel. Of late years, love, confidence, and devotion to our Queen in her
woodland chapel have grown in a most surprising and gratifying manner.
The renovating and beautifying in and about the shrine is ample proof that
local devotion is ever increasing. Throughout the spring, summer, and autumn
months hundreds of pilgrims, singly and in groups, seek out this favored spot.
Hundreds of Vigil Lights are always burning in her honor. It is, however,
during the lovely month of Our Lady that devotion to her is most ardent and
demonstrative.

The Shrine Today
The last chapter of this story brings us to recent years. Today the
shrine stands as Father Oschwald built it. The corroding influence of time,
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however, necessitated some renovations and alterations. Hence, in 1923,
the Salvatorian Fathers, who are now in charge, had the interior replastered
and redecorated with becoming paintings and frescoes. The side walls are
painted in red-curtain effect, while the front wall, directly opposite the entrance,
presents to our view an almost life-size representation of the Annunciation.
The real import of the title Our Lady of Loretto is thus emphasized, since the
Annunciation is intimately connected with the house of Nazareth now at
Loretto, Italy .
Such is the story of Our Lady's Shrine on Loretto Hill. True, it has neither
the miraculous nor the magnificence of the Shrine of Loretto, Italy, but it is
none the less a place of rest, consolation and grace for the weary, the son'owful
and the abandoned. It is a place where Mary again shows that she is the
"Mother of Mercy" and again proves that "what God can accomplish through
His omnipotence, Mary can accomplish by her prayer."

Praying the Stations of the Cross.
Praying on the "Vay to Loretto Hill.
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