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In 1892, Father Francis Jordan - the Founder of the Society of the Divine
Savior - sent several Brothers and Priests from Europe to the mission territories
in the northwest part of the United States. Others followed them. This was the
beginning of what would become the USA Province. Today the members of
the Society - part of The Salvatorian Family - minister by all ways and means
possible (Jordan’s directive) in many parts of the country. We are indebted to
the Salvatorian pioneers who first came to this land and who left us their legacy
of faith, courage, determination, and joy. They are truly our ancestors in faith.
Supported by the example of ministry they gave us, we look to the future to
find our place and our mission, always aware of those who have gone before
us. As we stand tall to see that future, these are the people

On Whose Shoulders We Stand.
Here are the stories and pictures of each of the deceased Salvatorian Brothers and Priests of the USA Province - dating
from the early Salvatorian pioneers who came to this country in 1892 to the present ... when they lived ... where they
ministered ... and a little about who they were.

“On Whose Shoulders We Stand” is available on Flash Drive or CD-rom (for PC computers) or in a loose-leaf
binder (printed version). The Flash Drive & CD-rom versions (for PC’s) use your computer’s internet browser and PDF
reader (such as Adobe Reader ®).
All three versions include three indexes:

Alphabetical Index - (By the last name of the deceased)
Chronological Index - (In the order in which they died)
Calendar Index - (Listed by the calendar dates through the twelve months)
The Flash Drive version and CD-Rom version are available for $15 each.
The loose-leaf binder version (printed) is available for $30 each.

PURCHASE THIS ITEM FROM
THE SALVATORIAN STORE
(Look for the “Salvatorian Archives” items)

(Below you’ll see a sample page from the publication
– the fascinating story of Brother Isidore Rothenbacher SDS.)

Brother Isidore Rothenbacher SDS

Birth: December 17, 1886
Profession: June 12, 1921
Death: September 23, 1971

Buried in St. Nazianz

Brother Isidore Rothenbacher (birth name: Michael) was born in 1886 near Stuttgart, Germany, in the
little village of Herbertschofen. His father, a butcher, had died before his birth. His mother was a
seamstress. After finishing seventh grade, he worked on his family’s farm in order to support himself
and his mother. In 1913, he entered the Society as a candidate in Hamberg, Austria, but a week before
he was to begin Novitiate, he was drafted into the German army. In 1917, while serving in France, he
was captured by English soldiers and imprisoned for two years. After his release, he returned to
Austria and began his Novitiate. He made his profession of vows on June 12, 1921. After serving in
Lochau, he came to the United States in 1923, to the Salvatorian Mission House in Elkton, Maryland,
where he ministered for the next thirty-nine years, managing the six-hundred acre farm and the large
dairy herd. In 1962, he went to manage the farm at Mother of the Savior Seminary in Blackwood, New
Jersey. Bro. Isidore retired in 1967 to the retreat house in Colfax, Iowa, where he spent many hours
outdoors working on the grounds and gardens. Following a brief illness, he died on September 23,
1971, at Mercy Hospital in Des Moines, Iowa, and he was buried in the community cemetery in St.
Nazianz, Wisconsin. He is remembered as a simple, quiet and delightfully
humorous man who dedicated himself completely to the community. One
famous story that Salvatorians love to tell about Bro. Isidore goes back to
his days in the German army during World War I. As a corporal, he was
sent back from the front lines to obtain supplies for the soldiers. One of
the things they needed was straw for the soldiers’ bedding. The private in
charge of the supply shed didn’t want the corporal to take any of the
straw. When the private refused to obey his orders, Bro. Isidore slapped
the young private and made him give him what he asked for. The private
turned out to be Adolf Hitler. Years later, when Bro. Isidore would tell the
story, he would add that, had it been a few years after that, he never would
have gotten away with it and lived!

