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Vol XII SPECIAL BEATIFICATION - Nr. 16 June 2021, Rome
Dear confreres,
as we announced in the last issue of Informationes (1 June 21) that was published just a few days ago,
we present to you an extraordinary issue which deals only with matters directly related to the Beatification
of Father Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan.
The main reason for this is to stress the importance of the event itself on the one hand and additionally,
for practical reasons, as there are so many materials. Therefore, this issue is exclusively dedicated to the
celebrations directly related to the Beatification.
The first article is intended to give you an impression of the exhumation of the mortal remains of Blessed
Francis Jordan, which took place on the Monday of Holy Week, 29 March 2021.
The second contribution then tells of a small rite that took place in the Mother House community with
the linen cloths with which the Founder was buried in 1918 and which were completely corrupted.
The third article summarises the celebration of the Beatification as such, with the rite and the Apostolic
Letter, the original of which is in Latin.
On the following day, two other events significantly increased the joy
of the Salvatorian Family: the kind and personal greeting of the Holy
Father during the Regina Caeli and of course also the celebration
in thanksgiving for the Beatification of Father Francis Jordan, presided over by Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the Secretary of State, and
thereafter the holy rosary in various languages, very much in
Salvatorian style.
The celebration was concluded with a pilgrimage from St. Peter’s
Basilica to the grotto with Our Lady of Lourdes in the Vatican gardens.
Indeed, this celebration of the Beatification has left deep traces in
the hearts of many Salvatorians. That is the reason we also present
here some wonderful testimonies of some of our religious brothers,
which hopefully will lead each of us to live deeply and with great
enthusiasm our Salvatorian religious commitment.
Finally, for your information, we attach a list of printed publications in book form that have been published
during the preparation for and on the occasion of the Beatification.
Each contribution has been illustrated with photos to make the text more accessible and above all to give
a sense of the depth and beauty of all that has taken place in connection with the Beatification.
In short, this issue of Informationes aims to immerse us fully in the celebration as such and hopefully help
us to follow in the footsteps of the Divine Saviour, as Blessed Francis Jordan has taught us. All the texts,
including homilies and words of thanks, related to the celebrations are available on sds.org and will be
published in Annales.
Fr. Agustín Van Baelen SDS
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The Exhumation of the Remains of our Blessed Founder

When a person is recognized by the Church as Blessed, it is essential to exhume the remains that will be sanctioned as holy relics and then have them shared with the Church and world. The whole process is to be done
according to canonical requirements for authenticity and preservation. This involves a Tribunal appointed by
the local Bishop to oversee the proceedings, along with functionaries from a funeral home, stonemasons, relic
technicians, and the postulator. Given the limitations, resulting from the pandemic, it was unfortunate that the
invitation could not be extended to more members of our Salvatorian Family to participate at this gathering on
29 March 2021. For this reason, only the Generalate members of the Society were allowed to be present.
This was a moment of transition that was as unique and as transforming as any major change can be. For those
who were very fortunate to witness this rare occurrence, it was a moving and mystifying experience. The members of the Generalate all knew that they were participating in a single historical moment in our Salvatorian
story. Soon there would be a new place of interment for Fr. Francis Jordan’s primary reliquary in the centre of
the main chapel of the Society of the Divine Saviour’s Motherhouse in Rome. Almost the entire main chapel has
been renovated in order to accommodate, and revolve around, the mission and legacy of a holy man of God
who founded the Salvatorians.
The deep reverence in the air could be felt, as it was breathed in with anticipation and apprehension of what
the witnesses were about to see or not see. As all gathered attentively into the small chapel, all eyes focused
on the marble panel in front of the Founder’s tomb. The people present closely re-read the marble plaque that
indicated the man who was entombed here, the date and place of where he died, and when he was moved to
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Rome. Thousands of Salvatorians and visitors throughout the past sixty-five (65) years have come and read
these words wanting to venerate our founding spiritual father while praying for his intercession. The difference
now is today would be the last time this space would have such gravitas. It was starting to sink in. This will soon
be simply a memory, literally a benchmark, set for all who seek holiness.
Once gathered, a thoughtful invocation gave focus and awareness of this precious moment. With the closing amen, all of our eyes were frozen in place as the stonemasons chiselled open the marble slab slowly and
carefully, keeping it fully intact. As they removed it, there was an audible exhaled breath at the sight of a dusty
soldered and sealed metal coffin.
In 1956, when the decision was made to move our Founder from the centre aisle of the parish church in Tafers,
Switzerland, where he died, they chose to respectfully simplify the process as much as possible. The decision
was made to keep only the bottom half of the original metal coffin and simply pick it up and place it with all the
remains into a new metal airtight container that would be transported to Rome in a wooden coffin. Though the
distance is not as long from Tafers to Rome, the transport to our neighbouring main chapel across the corridor
is going to require far more rigorous and complex preparation, for obvious reasons.
With respectful care, the men removed the metal container from its resting place within the wall and gently
placed it on the floor of the chapel. They began to chisel their way around the container to break the seal and
open it. No one has seen his remains since 1956. Slowly some of the remnants became visible from where the
members of the Generalate stood. And then the men grasped the metal base, slowly picked it up, and placed it
on a long table in the middle of the room.

One could sense the complex waves of feelings as all eyes were riveted on the decomposed skeletal structure, a deteriorated habit and cincture, and a tattered pillow that embraced the head of a holy and fully human
person. The people present scrutinized his remaining tissue, his skull, his backbone, his ribs, all the way down
to the toes of his feet. It was not scary or gross, it was in fact, breath-taking, primal, powerful, and humbling.
All knew that they were very privileged to share in this moment of our Salvatorian Family history.
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When experiencing something this unique
in the context of our Church tradition of acknowledging holiness, it moved the Generalate
members to reflect on our own lived life as a
Salvatorian, as apostles of Jesus, as human
persons struggling to become holy, with all its
flaws, shortcomings, and yes, sins. But as they
say, all sinners have a future, and all saints
have a past.
May this event move all Salvatorians forward
into the future, with trust in Divine Providence
knowing that even death does not have the last
word. That even at this moment, the silence is
almost deafening and yet can speak volumes to
one’s heart and soul, if we truly listen.
Speaking of which, one of the remains of our
Founder that was amazingly intact was his larynx, his “voice box.” The Generalate members
were told that it was very rare that it did not
decompose by now. Maybe this affirms and indicates something special about what Blessed
Francis Jordan was compelled to say throughout his apostolic life - especially when proclaiming and making the
Saviour known and loved to all people, everywhere.
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The “Burial Linen” of Blessed Francis Jordan
The Prophet Isaiah foresaw the glory of those who fear the Lord as he
said, “He has clothed me with the
garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness” (Isaiah 61:10) so as Blessed
Francis Jordan. For Jordan, as God
seen in his splendour to be ‘vested
with fine linen, bright and pure’ (Rev
19:8); that is his holiness. Blessed
Francis Jordan left behind his mantle and put the new one, as ‘the spirit of Elijah’ on us (2 Kings 2:13-14) as he
climbs the mount of holiness with his baptismal cloth. It is a privilege to us as his sons and daughters to continue
his legacy and emulate his holiness.
The period of 103 years since his departure from us, is now remarkable as
we see the Founder in his decomposed
Salvatorian habit, cincture, rosary, the
stole around his neck and the pillow
supporting his head. It was a surprisingly familiar sight, as we recalled seeing a photo of him at his burial. Some
parts of his habit were still hard even
to tear, some parts were very fragile,
as were parts of his personality.
After the work of the funeral company
and the relic technicians who sorted
out which remains were in acceptable condition to use as holy relics and then what elements could be cremated, the Motherhouse community organized a special ritual for this particular function. On the evening of
Wednesday during Holy Week, a special ceremony honouring the decomposed tissue and personal effects
originally interred with the Founder was organized at his chapel. His successor, Superior General Fr. Milton
Zonta, led us in this special moment. After the prayer service and a short time of reflection, the Motherhouse
community assembled for a solemn procession that would lead to the courtyard. As the participants walked and
sang, wood was gathered, a fire was started, and the ritual began!
It seemed reminiscent of the resurrected Christ who left behind his wrapped garments and facecloth in the
tomb. Each one of the members of the Motherhouse community, one after the other, reached for a fragment
of the remains and placed it in the enkindled flames while praying the litany of Fr. Francis Jordan. They were
like the gathered community of the Apostles with Mother Mary waiting for the day of Pentecost, anticipating
with hope the true fire which would enflame each one of us on 15 May 2021 at St. John Lateran Archbasilica.
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The Reburial

Friday 30 April 2021 was another historical day for the Salvatorian Family, especially for the present Motherhouse
community. On that day the remains of the Founder were definitely put in the recently reshaped and remodelled
chapel. At 3 pm the container in which the relics were put after having them cleaned and given them a special
treatment for better conservation, was officially closed and sealed in the presence of the President and some
other representatives of the Tribunal of the Vicariate of Rome. Already the day before an official document was
signed by the people present, guaranteeing that these remains are really the relics of Father Francis Jordan
and stating that they were treated and kept in a due way. This document was put in the box with the remains so
that in the future it will be known what exactly happened and who were the witnesses of it. The box itself was
decorated with the official emblem of the Society showing the image of the teaching Saviour with the cross in
the background and the circular inscription: Jesus Christus, Dei Filius, Salvator. In addition, the following text
was engraved on the box: Beatus Franciscus Maria a Cruce Jordan - natus 16-VI-1848 - mortuus 8-IX-1918
- in beatorum numerum adscriptus 15-V-2021.
Due to certain flexibilization of the Covid-19 restrictions, this time also the Sisters of the Generalate of the Congregation of the Sisters of the Divine Saviour could be present, which was of course a great joy for all. A simple
but very meaningful prayer service was prepared by the Generalate members, during which the fiberglass box
with the remains was transferred in procession to the new location where it would remain for the future.
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1956 - The Members of the Generalates of the Society and of the Congregation
in the Chapter room of the Motherhouse

2021 - The Members of the Generalates of the Society and of the Congregation
in the Chapel of the Motherhouse
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The Beatification

15 May 2021 will remain in the minds of all members of the Salvatorian Family as a historical day, full of emotions
of gratitude. It took a long time to get to this point, but the moment finally had come. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, only a limited number of persons were able to travel and be present. But following the Founder´s advice
to use all ways and means, the Generalate contacted Telepace for broadcasting the two events: the celebration
with the ceremony of Beatification on Saturday 15 May at 10:30 am in the Cathedral of the Most Holy Saviour
and of Saints John the Baptist and the Evangelist in the Lateran as well as the Eucharist of Thanksgiving for the
Beatification of the Founder, on the following day, 16 May at 3 pm in the Basilica of Saint Peter in the Vatican.
This meant that all who wanted to and had access to TV or the internet could follow the celebrations live.
Was it coincidence or providential? Who knows, but it is a fact that both celebrations were presided by cardinals
who are the closest collaborators of the Holy Father. For the Beatification, after some changes caused by internal issues at the level of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, the Holy Father requested Cardinal Angelo
De Donatis, the Vicar General for the Diocese of Rome, to represent him. For the Thanksgiving mass, on the
next day, our Superior General requested Cardinal Pietro Parolin, the Secretary of State to lead the assembly.
For sure, completely in the spirit of Blessed Francis Jordan who recommended his spiritual sons and daughters
to remain faithful to the Church and to keep especially near to the Holy Father!
Some days earlier already the first guests were arriving. The first guests to arrive were the so- called “miracle
child” Livia Maria Cardoso and her parents Gisele and Fernando from Jundiai, Brazil. After enormous efforts
and numerous explanations by the Superior General personally, in close collaboration with the Brazilian Ambassador to Italy, the necessary documents were produced to allow the family to take part in this great festive event.
Of course, they had to accomplish their period of quarantine, but this was perfectly possible in the Motherhouse
itself. On the day of the beatification, all the members of the Motherhouse community, together with a team of
Salvatorian Sisters, were in charge of welcoming the guests taking into account the different languages.
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All participants received a kit that consisted of a backpack, a leaflet about the Salvatorian Family, a copy of
Blessed Francis Jordan’s rosary, a prayer card with a relic, a water bottle, a scarf and some medals, a special
mask, and postcards with the picture of the new blessed. A kind of shop was organized where people could
obtain more gadgets, as well as books about Francis Jordan. It was nice to see how everyone, full of enthusiasm and attentiveness, tried to do their bit to make the guests feel as comfortable as possible. For everyone
to find the Motherhouse easily and also to draw the
attention of passers-by to what was going on in the
Salvatorian Family, a special immense banner with
the picture of the Founder was fixed above the main
entrance for the occasion.
While some were busy with the guests, others had
to focus their attention on the preparation of the liturgy, with long rehearsals. In this respect, the scholastics of Tor de Cenci were of course involved,
as well as the Salvatorian Sisters and some members of the International Community of the Divine
Saviour. Big celebrations of this size require a lot
of practical preparation with many details: the flowers, the liturgical texts, the choir, the orchestra, the
setting up of the panel with the picture of the new
Blessed, the parking attendants, the tickets, the
translations for the journalists who would comment
on the celebrations, etc...Here too, it was once again
proven that the strength lies in unity and patience.
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The celebration of the beatification itself started at 10:30 am sharp with a kind of praeludium, i.e. an introduction of half an hour for preparing the participants spiritually. The team for liturgy had selected some texts of the
Founder and wove them together in a celebration focussing on universality, presenting the Salvatorian Charism
that is lived in the 5 continents, making use of the globe of the Founder, ribbons with beautiful colours and candles that were specially made for the occasion. The General Superior of the Congregation of the Sisters of the
Divine Saviour, Sr. Mariayaneth Moreno Rodríguez, and a representative of the Coordinator of the International
Community of the Divine Saviour, Mr. Giuseppe Rogolino, opened this part of the celebration welcoming everyone and inviting them to take part in the liturgical celebration with great devotion.
Exactly half an hour later, the procession
entered the historic basilica, accompanied by
beautiful music and singing, led by the wellknown Don Marco Frisina, chapel master of
the Cathedral of Rome. As established by
the Holy See, the ceremony of beatification
started with the formal request by the General
Superior to inscribe Francis Mary of the Cross
Jordan in the book of the blessed, which was
followed by the reading of a short biography by
the General Postulator, Fr. Adam Teneta. In a
solemn way, the Cardinal proclaimed officially
the Apostolic Letter of the Pope:
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We,
responding to the desire of our Brother,
Angelo Cardinal De Donatis,
our Vicar General for the Diocese of Rome
and many of our other Brothers in the Episcopate
and of many of the faithful,
having consulted the Congregation for the Causes of Saints,
by our Apostolic Authority,
decree that the Venerable Servant of God
FRANCIS MARY OF THE CROSS,
(in secular life John Baptist Jordan) Priest and Founder
of the Society of the Divine Saviour
and of the Congregation of the Sisters of the Divine Saviour,
who with apostolic zeal was an untiring herald of the Gospel
using all means, which the love of Christ inspired in him,
be henceforth called Blessed
and that his feast may be celebrated
every year on the 21st day of July
in various locations and in ways prescribed by the law.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Given in Rome, at the Lateran, on 15th April,
in the year of the Lord 2021,
the ninth of Our Pontificate
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Under loud applause and singing, all eyes were fixed on the image of the new blessed that slowly was unveiled:
a moment of deep sentiments, of gratitude and unity, after which Livia Maria and her parents brought the relic
of the Founder to the Cardinal who incensed it with deep respect. Also, this was a moment that moved many
hearts and made people weeping out of joy and gratitude. The rite as such was concluded by the Superior
General, who on behalf of the Society, the Congregation, and the International Community of the Divine Saviour,
expressed his gratitude to the Successor of the Apostle Peter, Pope Francis, for having proclaimed blessed the
venerable Servant of God Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan. Then, Mass continued intoning the Glory.
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The Cardinal Vicar of Rome, Angelo De Donatis, underscored in his homily that “The charismatic intuition of
Blessed Francis Jordan has guided many women and men of different nations and languages to following the
Gospel and thanks to the work of the Salvatorian family has contributed to the spread of the message of salvation in more than 50 countries.”
Recalling the testimony of the newly blessed, Cardinal De Donatis pointed to three dimensions. “The first is
meditating on Scripture”: only by “getting to know” scripture, reading and meditating on it, “does one acquire
spiritual wisdom for proclamation.” The second dimension is the missionary work of Blessed Francis Mary of the
Cross: “Proclaim to everyone in order to save everyone.” The third dimension he highlighted is apostolic communion, “the unity to which we are called to witness in life.” The cardinal then dwelt on the two verbs that recur
many times in the texts of Blessed Francis Jordan: “proclaim” and “save”, words that must also resonate today,
which needs “an announcing of love, a perspective of salvation, a gaze towards heaven, towards eternity, to
overcome emptiness, boredom, apathy, indifference, superficiality”.
The Cardinal focused his homily also recalling specific moments in the life of Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan,
noting how the new Blessed had fully understood “the evangelizing power of apostolic communion, of harmony
among people who proclaim the Gospel.”

“Today the witness of Blessed Jordan’s holiness,” the Cardinal said in conclusion, “is passed on into the hands
of each of us. It is entrusted to the Salvatorian Family and all its members are called to make the charism flesh
and blood by their actions and deeds, at the service of the people entrusted to them”.
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The Superior General, in his concluding speech heartily thanked all the people who have given the best of
themselves to get to this day, to prepare the celebration and all that is related to this great event. He stated that
“It fills us with emotion just to think of the many generations of spiritual daughters and sons of Francis Jordan
who have prayed for this day we are living today. We have been supported by so many brothers and sisters who
have given their time, energy, and witness to write this story to this solemn recognition and confirmation that
Francis Jordan has been able to manifest the love of the one true God to all.

Our hearts are also filled with joy knowing that thousands of people from every continent have joined us in this
celebration through the media.
Today we rejoice because God wanted to manifest his love and his plan to save all through the life of Blessed
Francis Jordan in the Church. A life of humble beginnings, but which became great in apostolic service to the
whole world, particularly to the most distant. Indeed, as Pope Francis has said (during the General Audience
on 2 December 2020), “It is the grace of God that changes life: it takes us as we are, but never leaves us
as we are...”.
Today the Church presents Francis Jordan to us as an icon of apostolic holiness. A man of God who, through
his life, made known to us the virtue of an unshakable trust in God’s love, evangelical meekness, self-emptying,
tireless apostolic zeal and his faithful love for the universality of the Church. Today more than ever we thirst for
these virtues of holiness to fill the darkness of the world with light.”

After the Ceremony, many people came as pilgrims to the newly shaped chapel of the Motherhouse of the
Society, where the mortal remains of the recently beatified Francis Jordan were put into a reliquary. It was
very moving to see the religious atmosphere and the devotion of many of Fr. Francis Jordan´s spiritual sons
and daughters, as well as his relatives who had specially come to Rome for this celebration as so many other
friends and sympathisers. Indeed, the pandemic did not allow that many people could come as originally it was
expected, desired and, planned. But it is also true that even the pandemic could not prevent many people, near
and far, from deeply connecting and celebrating on the spot, in all parts of the world, and sharing in the gratitude
for the beatification of Father Francis Jordan.
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Regina Caeli
At the request of the Generalate, Pope Francis greeted
on Sunday 16 May at noon, after having prayed the
Regina Caeli, the Salvatorian Family in a special way,
naming the newly Blessed Francis Jordan. For that
occasion, many Salvatorians had come to St. Peters
Square and called the attention of the bystanders and
many other pilgrims with their chants. The big banner
with the Founder´s picture, that the day before had
served during the Beatification ceremony, was very
useful because of its size to draw the attention of all,
even that of the Holy Father. These were the words
Pope Francis directed in Italian to all the members
of the Salvatorian Family present:

“I greet the pilgrims from various nations who yesterday, here in Rome at Saint John Lateran, took part in the
Beatification of the priest Francis Mary of the Cross, founder of the Salvatorian religious men and women.
He was a tireless proclaimer of the Gospel, using every means that Christ’s charity inspired in him. May his apostolic zeal be an example and guide to those in the Church who are called to take the word and love of Jesus
into every environment. A round of applause for the new Blessed! The icon is here in front….”
Also, this was again a moving and historical moment for all Salvatorians, those directly present and those connected by TV or the internet. The whole world could hear how the Pope was addressing the Salvatorians, inviting all to keep faithful to the inspiration of Blessed Francis Jordan!
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Thanksgiving for the Beatification

On Sunday 16 May 2021, the pilgrims of the Salvatorian Family gathered in Saint Peter´s Basilica to give thanks
for the Beatification of their Founder, starting with the prayer of the rosary, as Blessed Francis Jordan used to
do daily, in different languages, underscoring again the aspect of universality, including all the cultures to which
Salvatorians belong and are sent.
Mass was presided by the Secretary of State, Cardinal Parolin, who said during the homily that the seed
of Francis Jordan’s apostolic vocation “sprouted from the study and assiduous meditation of the Word of God.”

“Constant and loving meditation on the Word of God is the red thread of the existence of Francis Mary of the
Cross Jordan,” the Cardinal continued. “Father Jordan felt a strong inner call, which later became the specific
mission of the Salvatorians, to deepen and spread the knowledge of Jesus as the true and only Saviour of the
world. As for the new Blessed, the Word of God thus becomes “a lamp for our steps”.
And it is precisely through “a genuine biblical spirituality”, Cardinal Parolin stressed, that it is possible not only
“to know Christ as the true and only Saviour of the world”, but also to transmit this truth to others. Quoting Pope
Francis, the cardinal also concluded: “In the apostolic exhortation Evangelii gaudium, the Holy Father wrote:
´The best motivation for deciding to communicate the Gospel is to contemplate it with love, it is to pause on
its pages and read it with the heart. If we approach it in this way, its beauty amazes us, it fascinates us again
and again´”.
After the Thanksgiving Mass, the pilgrims were allowed to go in procession to the grotto in the Vatican gardens, to greet the Virgin Mary. Singing and praying the quite steep hill was climbed by all. In a moment of
silence, prayer and heartfelt devotion to Mary, those present expressed their confidence that the Mother of
the Saviour would continue to cover the Salvatorian Family with her protective mantle: the confidence that
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Blessed Francis Jordan also had and experienced when he put a note with his concerns between the hands of
the statue of Our Lady that he kept on his desk.
Tired but satisfied, all those present returned home or to their hotel rooms. Others took the opportunity to visit
the relics of the Founder and pray there. These days will for sure remain in the minds and hearts of the Salvatorians as historical and unforgettable days that hopefully will encourage and inspire all to remain faithful to the
spirit of Blessed Francis Jordan!
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Impact and meaning of the Beatification
It is clear to all that the Beatification of Francis Jordan has a deep and big impact. Therefore, some of our
Brothers were given the floor to share with us their feelings and opinions about this historical and spiritual event.
“My name is Brother Johannes Rukwata (31)
from Tanzania. I live and work at St. Joseph Formation House in Namiungo as a carpenter. Since the
news came out from our Generalate in Rome that our
Venerable Founder Father Francis Jordan will be beatified this year, it has become “an engine accelerator for
my vocation!” Being one among the younger brothers
of our Society from our missions, I always think of the
zeal of Father Francis Jordan in his early life in Germany and Rome, as well. His inspiration toward holiness
was revealed very clearly during his First Communion, yes, that sign of a dove was not just mere fiction
of a tale to tell! The glory of God shone on him and the
love of Christ compelled him (2 Cor 5:14).
As a younger brother, I understand fully the confusions
and distractions of being a religious in the world today,
much like in the time of Blessed Francis Jordan. In our
modern secular world of globalization and high advancement in science and technology, to find refuge in God
is not sensible in the eyes of many educated young men. Blessed Francis Jordan knew this, that’s why he focused so much on the formation, instruction, and renewal of our faith. This is the reason he strongly encouraged
the nurturing of the laypeople who would be the pillars of our charism and mission. He knew very well that family
is the initial school of formation.
In this historical event of the beatification of our Founder, one important question strikes me so much: “What
kind of a religious brother would I like to be if I am to emulate Fr. Jordan’s zeal?” In my experience, many missionary brothers in the world are gifted and talented people! Most of the mission stations we have in Africa and
other territories across the globe exist because of the many works of Brothers! They were gifted and dedicated
carpenters, farmers, catechists, teachers, technicians, builders, painters, engineers, and friends of Christ. Their
divine relationship with the Saviour was revealed through the various manifestations of their work and especially
their training of the youth! They were men of prayer and deep meditation who put the values of the Gospel in
their ministries. “For the revitalization and the good of our missions, brotherly vocations and formation should be
given a priority as well.” (Ref. XIX General Chapter, Recommendation #4: Vocation of the Salvatorian Brother).
Though still a young man when he was called by God in this special mission, Blessed Francis Jordan was
passionate hard-working! That is why he warned us not to rest and be content until all know the Saviour! Our
energy and strength should be an investment in the mission of our Society and the Church. At a young age, he
was entrusted by the Church to be a spiritual father of fellow young men – those who followed his vision! Loving
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the Society and the Church sincerely and helping others to do good is our primary duty. “Those who are wise
and just shall shine like the brightness of the sky, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.” (Daniel 12:3) This captures the essence of Jordan’s personality!
In our missions, 90% of the members are below the age of 50! This is a big asset for the Society, but we have
to challenge ourselves. How do we promote our Brotherly vocation in the Society, as we see our numbers are
declining? Which characteristic of the Founder is relevant to our vocations today? How do we manifest it by our
presence in the missions? Yes, we read the signs of time and work accordingly, but how do we attract youth
to help them realize their vocation and then to help them recognize whether it is a Salvatorian vocation? “Woe
to me, Oh Lord, if I do not make You known to all!” (SD II/2).
Blessed Francis Jordan passed through the shadow of the cross in many ways to bring relief and joy to the “little
ones!” The love of Christ impelled him to holiness and to become what he is today! When I think of his personality, I believe that difficulties in his life did not occur to destroy him, but to help him realize his hidden potential
and power which is revealed in his Society today. With confidence I can say no matter how weak, fragile, and
simple we are, one day we can be like him; and that “one day” is today. “Do not lose heart, even if you should be
greatly humiliated. Trust in the Lord and strive for holiness” (SD II/3). His actions spoke louder than his words.
His humility exalted him to great things. “All great things begin well if at the start there stands an act of humility”
(SD I/64). I think this is the time to speak less and do more!
A certain wise person once said: “If a drop of water falls in a lake, its density is lost; if it falls on a lotus leaf it
shines like a pearl. The drop is the same, but the company matters.” How beautiful to see our Founder shine like
a pearl on the “lotus leaf” of St. John Lateran Basilica on May 15! Thank you, Lord, for the gift of the life of our
Founder, Blessed Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan and all who accompanied him in his life.”
Br. Eugenio González Soria (69) – Logroño

– belongs to the Spanish Vicariate and lives in Logroño,
being the Treasurer of the Unit. Pastorally he helps out
in the parish as a permanent deacon. Br. Eugene has
been for many years a missionary at San Félix (Venezuela). He shares the following:
“The beatification of our Founder is for me, first of all,
great news, long-awaited for many years, and it is an
immense joy, which I want to share with all my confreres, but especially with those who are already enjoying the joy of being with him in heaven. In a very
special way, with those who were my formators in Logroño, who longed so much for this day. I can say from
the mouth of a confrere who, at the age of 95, once
told me that he wished for nothing else in this world
than to see the day when Fr. Francis Jordan would be
beatified. As a child, I had the joy of knowing and being
brought up with great devotion and trust in Fr. Francis
Jordan. My formators spoke to us about him with an absolute conviction of the holiness of our Founder and held
him up as an example of holiness and love for the Church.
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The fact that the Church will ratify his beatification on 15 May 2021, only confirms what for most Salvatorians
was absolutely evident. He lived as a saint and died a saint. I encourage all of us who have had the good fortune
to know his charism, the life and work of Blessed Francis Jordan, to present him as a model of life and holiness
for the world today, whether we are religious or laypeople. The people with whom we work have the right to
know him. We can certainly say that our Founder was far beyond his time, and his work is as urgent or more urgent than when he proposed it. `I cannot rest for a single moment, until everyone knows and loves the Saviour´.
We have a great advantage he is already recognised as blessed by the Church. But do we have the imagination, the courage and the conviction that our confreres had? May Blessed Francis Jordan bless us and accompany us in our lives and apostolates.”
Br. Jean – Michel Mazal Kadang (35) belongs

to the Congo Mission Pro-Province and works at
present as the technical director of the huge cow
farm of the Unit. He shares the following impressions
and feelings:
“Father Francis Jordan, our Founder, irresistibly offered
himself to the infinitely loving love of God. His life was a
response and an invitation to divine love. May all know
and love God and his Son Jesus for the salvation of all.
A community of love without borders was the dream of
Blessed Francis Jordan and his Teacher Jesus. This
Jesus whom Blessed Francis Jordan loved and served
forms one body with his Church and with all humanity. This is why Blessed Francis Jordan had the desire
to save all humanity. We are therefore happy to see
that the one who had the desire to save everyone is presented to all to inspire them to salvation. At the same
time, Father Francis Jordan’s beatification is experienced as a recognition of his service and his life totally given
to God. Unable to abandon his servant, as he promised, Jesus seated him at his right hand in heaven. Therefore, we, his beloved sons and daughters, welcome this beatification of the Founder with joy and thanksgiving.”
Br. Leonhard Hager (86) belongs to the Austrian

Pro-Province. At present he is retired, but he was very
active in the farm of the Salvatorians at Hamberg and
in the Sacristy. Apart from that he was always available to serve in the community responding to any need
there was. For Brother Leonhard 4 points were very important in Blessed Francis Jordan´s life:
“Blessed Francis Jordan prayed a lot! In spite of all the
difficulties and obstacles he met, he persevered and
kept faithful. The foundation was not easy at all for him.
Blessed Francis Jordan lived in a poor and modest
way, being first a journeyman painter and after that he studied, putting the best of himself, without fear for any
sacrifice. And last but not least, he dared a lot, founding not only in German-speaking areas, but worldwide
– in India, South- and North-America, etc.”
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Br. Krzysztof Konecko (31) is originally from Poland

and at present he works as an assistant in the General
Secretariat in Rome. Furthermore, he is the local treasurer of the Motherhouse. He was directly involved in
many of the preparations as well as in the liturgy of the
Beatification and the Thanksgiving Mass. The impact
he writes about is the following:

“Finally, the joyful day, long-awaited by many generations of Salvatorians, has arrived - the day of Beatification of our Founder, Father Francis Jordan. We are
witnesses of a history that gives us the opportunity
to change our perception of our Founder and of our
Salvatorian vocation. For me personally, it is a time of great grace, rediscovering the Salvatorian charism and
the person of Blessed Francis Jordan. I consider it a great gift that now, working in the Headquarters of our
Society in Rome, I am in the centre of these events and can see with my own eyes this solemn moment, which
I will probably remember for the rest of my life. Blessed Francis Jordan, grant me the strength to persevere
in my vocation.”
Br. Wilson Yecid Ramírez Rodriguez (39)

is from Colombia.

The beatification of Fr. Francis Jordan is undoubtedly a moment of joy and grace for the Society of the
Divine Saviour and for the Church. As a Salvatorian
religious brother in initial formation, I am deeply grateful and happy for the recognition that the Church gives
not only to a founder, but to a person who lived deeply
the experience of the encounter with God. An experience that led him to have a deep apostolic zeal for
the salvation of life that he wanted to share with those
who felt impacted and attracted by his witness and motivated by the strength of his charism and spirituality.
His particular vision of the Church not only led him to integrate all its living forces, but also to the configuration
of a brotherhood where both clerics and brothers were equally called to live holiness and to work for salvation.
This was one of Blessed Francis Jordan’s repeated calls.
When I was in the novitiate, one of the confreres at that time used to question me about the importance of the
brother’s vocation in the Society. Questions and doubts about this vocation led to a path of discernment about
the following of the Saviour and the way in which it was concretised in this ecclesial lifestyle. This led to the
idea of following Jesus not as a cleric but as a brother or lay religious. When hearing Blessed Francis Jordan’s
ideas on this vocation, I was amazed to realise that the Brother’s vocation was dear to him. He exhorted them
to live holiness, to cooperate in the apostolate, to work with the right intention, to appreciate the importance
of small works and how they help to extend the Kingdom of God. The brothers, Jordan said, can do great things,
and some even more than the priests. That is why he called on them to strive to be a light before men by exact
observance [of the Gospel], by modesty and by a holy life.
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Francis Jordan’s beatification is for me a powerful encouragement to continue in this ecclesial way of living the
vocation of a religious brother. His words resonate in my sentimental being and motivate me to continue, in the
present ecclesial context, the cultivation of this call as an expression of the “prophetic memory of Jesus-Brother” who wanted all to be brothers.”
Br. Peter Farnesi (94) is a member of the

USA-Province. At present, he is retired but in his apostolic active life, he was for many years a missionary
in Tanzania. He shares with us the following anecdote,
directly related with our Founder:

“In 1961 brother Joseph Kreutzer and I went to the
African missions in Tanganyika, we stopped in Rome
for about four days. At that time there was a brother
with the name Giuseppe. He was the doorkeeper
at the Motherhouse. He was Italian and I was Italian
and could talk Italian, so we used to sit there at the
door and talk and he would tell me so many stories that
meant so much to him. This is one of the stories that he told me of Father Francis Jordan. Brother Giuseppe
was living in the Motherhouse with mostly all German fathers, he said once he and one of the other fathers
had a few words of conflict, Brother Giuseppe felt really bad about this, so he went to the Founder which was
living in Rome at that time, and told the Founder of his dispute with another Salvatorian. The Founder took his
mantle and wrapped it around brother Giuseppe and told him to be strong and forgiving. I remember this story
of Brother Giuseppe all these years. This was 1960 and now here it is 2021 and I have the honour of seeing
the beatification of our Founder Father Francis. This little story of Brother Giuseppe shows the kindness and
compassion of our Founder, wrapping his mantle around Brother Giuseppe. What love and compassion of our
Founder! I consider myself very lucky to have known somebody that knew our Founder personally. This story of
brother Giuseppe has been in my heart for 63 years, I will always remember this story, of the love, compassion
and gentleness of our Founder.”

“Today the Church presents Francis Jordan to us
as an icon of apostolic holiness.
A man of God who, through his life, made known to us
the virtue of an unshakable trust in God’s love,
evangelical meekness, self-emptying, tireless apostolic zeal
and his faithful love for the universality of the Church.
Today more than ever we thirst for these virtues of holiness
to fill the darkness of the world with light.”
Fr. Milton Zonta SDS
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Thanksgiving prayer for the Beatification
of Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan

O God of love and kindness,
we give you thanks for raising up for your people
the inspiring example of
Blessed Francis Mary of the Cross Jordan.
Please hear our prayer,
that through his intercession,
we may be granted the grace to respond
to our apostolic vocation with zeal and trust, as he did.
Give us the courage to embrace our call
like Blessed Francis Jordan,
with the desire to save all people.
Enlighten us to be united in mission
so that all may know, love, and serve our Divine Saviour.
We pray this through Jesus Christ, who lives with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever.
Amen
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Books published on the occasion of the beatification
of our Founder
Josef Brauchle, Johann Baptist Jordan. Sein Werdegang von der Geburt (1848)
bis zum Weiterstudium in Rom (1878/79), 2021, 296 pp.
„John Baptist Jordan. Path of life from his birth (1848) until his studies in Rome
(1878-79)”: sources based documentation about the first thirty years of our
Founder’s life.
--Wieslaw Kaczor SDS (ed.), Seliger Franziskus Jordan. Gründer der
Salvatorianischen Gemeinschaften, Steinfeld 2021, 40 pp.
„Blessed Francis Jordan. Founder of the Salvatorian Communities“:
brief introduction on the character and the vision of our Founder.
--Martin Kolozs, Alles für den Heiland. Lebensbild des seligen Paters
Franziskus Jordan, Wien 2021, 101 pp.
„Everything for the Saviour. Biographical profile of the blessed
Father Francis Jordan”.
--Ignacio Madera SDS, Volver a Gurtweil, Bogotá 2020, 148 pp.
„Back to Gurtweil”: nineteen reflections on Father Francis Jordan
and the significance of his vision and charism for today’s salvatorians.
--Sławomir Noga SDS, Janek i tajemnice Białego Gołębia, Kraków 2021, 60 pp.
„John and the mysteries of the White Dove”: illustrated book for children on John
Baptist Jordan.
--Alejandro Pronzato, Fuego abrasador. Francisco María de la Cruz Jordán,
Bogotá-Madrid 2021, 229 pp.
“Blazing fire”: translation from an Italian biography on the life, character
and spirituality of Father Francis Jordan “Ha preso in consegna il fuoco” (2011).
--Piotr Szyrszeń SDS, Opatrzność Boża stworzyła mnie, Zeszyty Formacji
Duchowej - 91, Kraków 2021, 140 pp.
„Divine Providence created me”: six conferences on the spirituality
of Father Jordan given at the Father Jordan School in Kraków.
---
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Józef Tarnówka SDS, Kładę wam na sercu. Rekolekcje z ojcem Franciszkiem
od Krzyża Jordanem, Wydawnictwo Salwator, Kraków 2021, 256 pp.
„I urge you take this to heart. Retreat with Father Francis of the
Cross Jordan”, twelve conferences and homilies on the spirituality
of our Founder and the significance of his beatification for us today.
--Leo Thenner SDS e.a., Seliger Franziskus Jordan. Gedanken und Gebete,
Wien 2021, 12 pp.
„Blessed Francis Jordan. Thoughts and prayers”: a small prayer book.
--Agustín Van Baelen SDS, Praying in the Spirit of Fr. Francis Jordan,
Rome 2020, 59 pp.
Seven prayer services based on writings and quotations of our Founder
and following the structure and content of our Constitutions.
--Peter van Meijl, Peter SDS, A hora da partida. A renúncia de Padre Jordan
em 1915 à la luz da renúncia do Papa Bento XVI em 2013, Colaboração
InterSalvatoriana - 59, 2020, 168 pp.
“When time for departure has come. The stepping down of Father Francis Mary
of the Cross Jordan in 1915 in the light of the resignation of Pope Benedict XVI
In 2013”: a portuguese translation of the original German “Wenn das Gehen
kommt...” (2014).
--Peter van Meijl SDS, Klare Erkenntnis für Pater Franziskus Jordan am Grab
des Petrus Canisius, Wien 2021, 96 pp.
„Clear insight for Father Francis Jordan at the tomb of Petrus Canisius”:
about the influencies of the holy Petrus Canisius in the life of Father Francis Jordan.
--Milton Zonta SDS, Franciscus Jordan. Een jongeman in vuur en vlam door de geest,
Hamont 2020, 208 pp.
Dutch translation from the English „Francis Jordan. A Young Man on
Fire with the Spirit” (2017), the life of our Founder written in autobiographical format.
--Milton Zonta SDS, Um diálogo entre dois Franciscos. Francisco Jordan
e Papa Francisco nos falam de Santidade. Carta Pastoral aos Salvatorianos,
Roma 2020, 36 pp.
English translation: „A dialogue between two Francises. Francis Jordan
and Pope Francis speak to us of holiness. Pastoral Letter to the Salvatorians”.
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