TRINITY PREP SEMINARY
- SIOUX CITY, IOWA –

The mid-1950’s was a time of expansion for the USA Salvatorians. The Society’s new Novitiate property was
purchased in Colfax, Iowa, in 1954, and the Novitiate community moved there from Menominee, Michigan, in
1955. St. Pius X Seminary opened in Rio Dell, California, that same year, and additional property was being
investigated in northwest Iowa for yet another minor seminary. A large piece of property outside Sioux City
was owned by the Diocese and the three buildings on that property had housed a seminary before, operated
originally by the Third Order Franciscans and later by the Marianist Brothers. The buildings, however, had
suffered a considerable amount of vandalism after being vacant for several years. While work was being done
to repair the buildings, renovate the campus and open again as a seminary, the community members held
retreats there under the name “Bishop Garrigan Retreat House.” When the necessary repairs were completed,
the first group of seminarians (twenty-two) arrived in September 1956 to begin classes. The school year and
curriculum at Trinity were modeled after the Society’s other minor seminaries across the country, right down
to the annual Spring production of the Passion Play.
Enthusiastic and loyal students kept the seminary program going over the next several years, and it was not
difficult to recruit Salvatorian educators to teach there because the school had a good reputation within the
community. But the financial picture of running the seminary was quite different. It was a constant struggle
to make ends meet. Increased enrollment in the seminary
(when it reached 150 students) forced the closing of the
Garrigan Retreat House in 1959, just so that this part of the
property could be used for housing students, rather than
having to find more money to build another dormitory.
But by the mid-1960’s, a “perfect storm” of events doomed
the future of Trinity Prep very rapidly. As in every seminary
around the world, vocations declined dramatically, and the
student enrollment at Trinity plummeted. The Society was
also experiencing a decrease within its own personnel, as
priests, brothers, and sisters were leaving religious life in
increasing numbers. And the Salvatorian community’s own financial struggles could no longer keep the
seminary program at Trinity afloat. Just after the school year opened in September 1966, it was announced
to the students, their families, and the local media, that this would be Trinity’s final year.
Today – years after the school closed – reunions are still held occasionally by that loyal “band of brothers”
who called Trinity their home. The impact of the school, which lasted barely a decade in time, still has an
effect within the Diocese, and on the faces of the Salvatorians who taught and lived there, when they recall
with a smile that “Trinity was a good place to be!”

