The story of the statue
The statue of the Divine Savior was one of a few
works by Austrian-born artist Ferdinand Seeboeck
(1864-1952) that were commissioned by the Society
of the Divine Savior. A bronze statue of Christ, as
well as a marble statue of Father Francis Jordan,
founder of the Salvatorians, were requested in 1939,
and both statues were finished in 1942. Seeboeck
had been living in Rome since 1889 and was wellknown to the Salvatorians. He had earlier created
the Stations of the Cross that lined the walls of the
Chapel in the Rome-based Motherhouse of the
Fathers and Brothers. The two new statues were
destined for Salvatorian seminaries in the United
States: the statue of Jordan was to go to the major
seminary in Lanham, Maryland, and the statue of
the Divine Savior was to go to the minor seminary
in St. Nazianz, Wisconsin. But by the time the
statues were finished, the shipping lanes across the
Atlantic were closed because of World War II. Both statues had to remain in Rome - the
marble statue of Jordan went to the Motherhouse to wait there, while the bronze statue of
the Savior stayed in Seeboeck’s studio. Finally, in 1948, the statues were shipped to their
destinations in the United States. The dedication of the Divine Savior statue took place in
St. Nazianz on December 2, 1948.
November 9, 1948 - the statue of the Divine Savior is put in place

The Statue of the Divine Savior

In 1968, Salvatorian Seminary became JFK Prep, and it closed in 1982. The Salvatorian
community remained on the property until 1986, at which time the retired priests and
brothers moved to Milwaukee and the property of the old seminary and monastery were
eventually sold. In appreciation for the many years the Sisters of the Divine Savior
provided numerous “behind the scenes” services to the seminary students and the
monastery community, the statue was given to them to grace the grounds of their
provincial headquarters in Milwaukee. For twenty-five years the statue stood just outside
the east wall of the Sisters’ Chapel.

December 2, 1948 - the statue is dedicated

In early 2011, David Wanner, an artist and 1953
graduate of Salvatorian Seminary, approached
the Sisters with a proposal to return the statue to
its original bronze finish and apply a new coating
to it to retard any further degradation. He also
asked if they would consider allowing the statue
to be moved forward from where it had been
standing, and raised on a new and higher
pedestal. It was his hope that the statue could
once again have the prominence it had when it
stood on the grounds in St. Nazianz. The Sisters
gave their approval, and while a committee of
seminary graduates worked on raising funds for
the project, David and his son Jordan began their
work on the statue. Lighting was added around
the base of the statue so that it could be seen
from 100th Street at night as well.
On August 1, 2011, the newly-refurbished statue
was formally rededicated during a reunion of
former seminary students. Once again, this image
of the Divine Savior proudly graces Salvatorian
grounds.

