SALVATORIAN MISSIONS IN TANZANIA
(1955 to the present)
In 1954, the Salvatorians were forced to end the Missions in China. The rise of the Communist regime
on the mainland in 1949 meant that the community had to leave the District of Fukien. The missionaries
there (from both the Society and the Sisters’ Congregation) had come from Germany, England, and the
United States. Through the years a number of Chinese students and postulants were added. When the
Salvatorians were forced to leave, the Sisters (along with their new Chinese Sisters) went to the USA,
some of the Society members returned to their home countries, and some went to the peninsula of
Macao (along with the Chinese seminarians). But by 1954, the tensions were growing in Macao as
well, and the Generalate of the Society decided to bring the Chinese students to Rome. The American
missionaries, however, wanted to remain missionaries – somewhere else, if it couldn’t be in China.
That chance was given them the following year.
Negotiations began between the Generalate and the
USA provincialate about establishing a new mission
(or taking on an existing one) in Africa – possibly in
Uganda. Catholicism was beginning to spread within
the continent and many Africans were coming into the
Church. Ultimately it was decided that the Society would
accept a mission field in the country of Tanganyika in
East Africa – missions that had been started by the
Benedictines. Fr. Arnold Cotey, Br. Venard Blais, and
Fr. Theodore Faschingbaur, who had ministered in Macao, were on their way to Africa. Another USA
Salvatorian, Br. Simon Grant, joined them. The new Salvatorian Mission was set
to begin. Before long, more Salvatorians (priests, brothers, and sisters) would
come from the USA and from other provinces. The missions grew and the
Catholic Church in Tanganyika grew. By 1963, a new diocese was formed –
Nachingwea – and Fr. Arnold Cotey was chosen to be its first bishop. He was
the first Salvatorian in history to be made bishop. In 1964, Tanganyika gained
its independence from Britain, and it joined with the island nation of Zanzibar
in becoming a new country: Tanzania.
Through the next decades until the present,
the Salvatorian Missions in Tanzania continued to grow. The
community brought Tanzanian Catholics into both the Society
and the Congregation. As the 21st century dawned, it became
clear that it was time for the foreign missionaries to begin
returning home and to allow a truly African Catholic Church and a truly African Society and
Congregation to take root. It’s well on its way – not just in Tanzania but other African nations as well.
The pictures on the following pages come from photos and slides
from our missionaries. They are in no particular order.

