SPREADING THE FAITH THROUGH
FAMILY & CHILDREN’S MAGAZINES
- Part II – “The Savior’s Call”
In Part I of our look at Salvatorian magazines, we saw how
“Manna,” the German-language publication written for Catholic
children, had to evolve rather quickly during the World War I years.
The inability to obtain copies of the European-produced issues
forced the USA Province to establish its own staff of writers and to
begin creating and printing its own version of “Manna.” The new
all-English edition flourished over the years, due in large part to
Sisters teaching in Catholic schools, who made the magazine an
integral part of their school’s curriculum. The publication provided
good stories for reading and it also augmented the students’
understanding of the Catholic Church’s teachings and practices. By
the time the war ended in 1918, the magazine was one of the most
popular Catholic publications in the country. In the early-1920’s, the
Publishing Department of the Society’s community in St. Nazianz, Wisconsin, expanded its
facilities and purchased new printing, binding, and mailing machinery. The Department then
felt ready to expand itself with the creation of a new publication, this time focusing on adult
Catholics. In 1923, “The Savior’s Call” began. Since the Society had already-established
mailing lists of Catholic children and Catholic schools, it used
those mailing lists to send out the first few issues of the new
publication to the children and the schools on the lists, asking
that this new magazine be shared with the parents of the children
and the adults in the parish. Before long the new magazine had
its own growing mailing list of subscribers. Right from the start,
the new magazine set its own tone. In a variety of different ways,
the publication tried to speak to every adult Catholic – married or
single, parent or not. Articles about being a good Catholic in the
world they lived in, along with a blessing from Pope Pius XI,
appeared in the very first issue. Featured writings about lay
Catholic adults who were making a difference in the world
became frequent. A guide to “good movies for Catholics to see”
was a regular column. Stories about particular saints from that month were there. And in a
monthly article called “In the Mission Field,” the Salvatorian editor, Fr. Winfrid Herbst, spoke
about the many issues faced by Catholics in other countries.

At the same time that “The Savior’s Call” was introduced to Catholic
readers, the Salvatorian Mission House in Elkton, Maryland, was also
being established. Fr. Ralph (Rudolf) Fontaine, who had served in the
Assam India Missions as one of the Society’s German priests there, had
come to the USA when the British government in India forced all the
German missionaries to leave the country when World War I began. In
his task as Mission Procurator, Fr. Ralph helped to raise money in this
province for the Salvatorian missions throughout the world. Just a year
earlier, in 1922, the Society had accepted a new mission apostolate in the
Fukien District of mainland China, southwest of Shanghai.
An informal partnership grew between the Publishing Department in St. Nazianz and the
Mission House in Elkton, and this turned out to be mutually beneficial for both of them. The
new magazine would be able to help make people aware of the Society’s missions throughout
the world. Fr. Ralph and several other
missionaries who had come to the USA
told their stories about the people of
India, and now the missionaries in
China were writing to Fr. Ralph to tell
him about the people in this new
mission. He shared these stories with
the readers of “The Savior’s Call”
also. This helped Catholics in this
country understand the harsh
difficulties of being Catholic in other
countries where they were fewer in
number and where much suspicion and
anti-Catholic sentiments were openly
expressed. The readers were also
introduced to the “domestic missions”
in the United States as well as those
overseas. Salvatorians in the Northwest
were ministering to Native Americans;
Salvatorians in the Southeast were ministering to African-Americans. The idea that there were
places in their own country that needed “missionaries” was something that probably didn’t
occur to most Catholics in the United States. They likely believed that all missionaries were
working outside the country. The Salvatorian magazines help to educate people to this new
larger reality. As the readership of “The Savior’s Call” increased, donations to the Salvatorian
Mission House increased as well. Catholic adults wanted to help the very people they were
reading about each month.
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In 1940, the Publishing Department was outgrowing
the 1921/1925 structure. A new building (known as
“St. Michael Hall”) was created at the front of the
seminary property. (Ten years later an Annex was
built behind that building. An underground tunnel
brought the printed magazines from one building to
the other – ready to be bound, packed and shipped
across the country.) Once the Publishing Department
was in the new building, several funny stories about
the old 1921/1925 structure – known as “St. Thomas
Hall” – were circulated by those who had worked in
the old building.
Because it had
been constructed
of wood, the vibrations created by the printing, folding,
and binding machines could be felt throughout the entire
building. A certain “rhythm” was created each time the big
machines were operating, and the workers swore that the
building was swaying back-and-forth a few inches. They would find themselves humming tunes
in rhythm to the building’s vibrations. Over the years the vibrations seemed to increase, and the
workers wondered whether or not the entire structure would one day shake loose and come
crashing down! They were more than happy to vacate the old building for the new one. There
would be no shaking or swaying felt in this new steel and stone and concrete structure!
Another focus of “The Savior’s Call” was to promote
vocations to the priesthood and religious life – particularly
as a Salvatorian. Each issue featured articles about some of
the community members, about the classes and activities in
the seminary, about life in the Sisters’ convent, and about
various events happening in St. Nazianz. Young men who
might have considered religious life or the seminary could
now see exactly what that life looked like. Young women
would be able to get an “insiders look” into convent life.
The reader could – for now – consider the possibility of
becoming a sister or a brother or a priest in an anonymous
way. The young man or woman might not yet be ready to
approach the pastor in their church, or the Sister in their
school. This publication would provide answers to some of
their earliest questions, and they could write for more
information before taking the next big step.
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The magazine also touched on topics of interest that had nothing to do with the Church or faith
– things like gardening, parenting, recipes, household hints, bird watching, clothes-making
patterns, global events, and the world of business. The writers wanted to connect with their
Catholic readers in ways that few other Catholic publications did. The Salvatorians wanted
“The Savior’s Call” to be a welcome part of the Catholic home, and they made sure its tone
was more like “the friendly uncle whom you loved inviting to dinner” rather than “the stuffy old
pastor who stopped by to make sure you were being a perfect Catholic.” Life, for every Catholic
adult, wasn’t “just about the Church.” The Salvatorians knew that, and they didn’t want their
magazine to be “just about the Church” either. That approach worked well. In the “Letters to the
Editor” column, readers would often mention how “refreshing” they found the magazine to be.
In the early years of World War II (until 1943), an occasional prayer for peace or patriotic poem
would appear in “The Savior’s Call.” As the war progressed, however, and more soldiers and
military personnel were sent to the European and Pacific fronts,
articles about the war, about our Salvatorian military chaplains,
and about supportive efforts on the homefront began to appear.
The children’s magazine “Manna” was writing very little about
the war in an effort to give the young readers a little respite from
war-talk. But “The Savior’s Call” was for adults, and the editors
wrote openly about the war, always adding the Catholic element
of “praying for peace.”
The magazines and other publications coming out of the Publishing Department were doing so
well that the community quickly outgrew the two facilities they had built in 1940 and 1950.
More space was needed, but there simply wasn’t any more room available on the seminary
campus to build there. The Salvatorians decided to purchase a former manufacturing plant in
nearby New Holstein, and they began moving the
publishing operations there in the mid-1950’s. By 1957,
the move was complete, and the new facility was named
“Salvatorian Center.” Equipped with the emerging
new technology of computers, the Center managed all
the printing, binding, and shipping tasks of the former
Publishing Department, and they were able to use the
latest methods of fund-raising and development for the
Society. “The Apostolate of the Press dream” of our
founder - Fr. Francis Jordan - was entering into a new
and vastly different world than he could have ever
imagined. “All the ways and means” of the 20th century
were beyond what anyone in previous generations could
have envisioned in their time.
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But just about the time Salvatorian Center became part of the story, rapidly and with little
warning, similar to what was happening to the readership of the children’s magazine “Manna,”
“The Savior’s Call” was also being adversely affected by the popularity of television. People
stopped reading magazines as often as they once did; and that was true for secular magazines as
well as for religious publications. People found this new television medium to be visually
engaging. It could take you to another part of the world
in seconds. It could entertain you and enlighten you.
And for the most part – once you bought the television
itself – it was free! In 1954, the title “The Savior’s
Call” was placed on a line under the magazine’s new
title: “The Salvatorian,” and the publication was
resized to a smaller format with fewer pages. The focus
of the writing in this smaller publication was more
about the work of the Salvatorians throughout the
world, rather than about issues of faith, the Church, or
religion in general. The new
magazine was mailed to the
community’s benefactors,
friends and donors, and instead
of putting a specific subscription price on it, the Society simply asked
for continued donations. In 1957, the old title “The Savior’s Call”
disappeared from the cover completely, and in the late-1970’s, even
“The Salvatorian” magazine gave way to a four-page letter-styled
communication called “Associates for Hope Newsletter” and then
simply “Hope,” which is still published today – in digital form as well
as printed. It is promoted on our websites and in our parishes and is
sent to benefactors, friends, donors and potential donors by mail or
email.

The paragraph that ended Part I of this look into Salvatorian magazines is worth repeating:
While many people across the country knew us Salvatorians through our seminaries, schools
and parishes, most people before the mid-1960’s knew us through our publications. Beginning
in the 1910’s and continuing for the next fifty years, Salvatorian magazines could be found in
thousands of Catholic homes, schools and parishes throughout the USA. It was yet another way
in which the SDS community continued to follow the directive of our founder – Father Francis
Jordan – “to proclaim the goodness and kindness of Jesus the Savior by all ways and means
possible.” The “ways and means” today may be different, but the mission remains the same.
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