SALVATORIAN MISSIONS IN CHINA
MACAO (1949-1954)
As noted in the story about the Salvatorian Mission in Fukien – 1922-1949, the community’s first
ministry on mainland China encountered many hardships and difficulties, even the murder of one of
the priests in 1931. Over the years, the missionaries were occasionally arrested, imprisoned and
interrogated. This was especially true when the Communists gained control of the government of the
country in 1949. Msgr. Inigo Koenig SDS, the Apostolic Prefect of the District, was finally released
from prison in 1953 and was taken to Macao to join the other Salvatorians who had fled the country for
the peninsula in 1949. Several other Salvatorian priests who had been placed under “house arrest” in
Fukien were allowed to leave the mainland in 1954. A few others had to remain there for a few more
years before they were allowed to leave the country.
(The following is adapted from the “Visitation Report” of Fr. Bonaventure Schweitzer SDS - Superior
General - 1953-1965 - in “Annales - 1953-1958” pp. 94-98)
“Macao is a peninsula on the South coast of China. It is
the oldest colony in the Far East and, since 1557, in the
hands of the Portuguese. The small territory comprises
about 10 square kilometers. The whole peninsula is
dotted with houses. The population, mostly Canton
Chinese, has almost doubled with the influx of
refugees, and is today about 300,000. In former years,
Macao was a smugglers’ stronghold and a notorious
gambling place. One reason, it is thought, that the
Communists have as yet not occupied the territory –
they do not want to lose a profitable business.
But the Christians of Macao ascribe their safety to the special protection of God. The Coat of Arms of
the colony carries the legend: ‘Consecrated to God and ever loyal.’ In fact, Macao was spared a
Japanese occupation during the War, while nearby Hong Kong fell into their hands.
In 1949, when the Communists began to over-run our Fukien
Mission, it was decided to take our Chinese novices and
scholastics to safety. So Father Leonard Gerke and these
young Chinese came to Macao, where Bishop Ramalho SJ
offered them asylum. Soon afterwards they were able to buy
the present house and on June 13, 1949, the new foundation
was formally opened. As well as Father Leonard, there were
four Chinese priests, two scholastics, two major and nine
minor seminarians, one Chinese language teacher and three
university students.

In September 1950, Fr. Theodore Faschingbaur, Fr.
Arnold Cotey, Br. Marion Rinderer, and Br. Venard
Blais arrived from the USA. A year later, Fr. Beatus
Schneble was transferred to Macao and given the care
of our Chinese confreres. In the following years, our
expelled missionaries, together with Msgr. Inigo
Koenig, found welcome hospitality in Macao.
Our people seem to be well received in Macao, with its
many religious orders and institutions. The house our
confreres occupy is well situated and has a home-like
atmosphere. The climate, however, is hot and humid
and, with all the mosquitos, the danger of malaria is
never far off.
Because of the looming presence of the Communist
soldiers so nearby, I was very concerned for our
members’ safety. The important question now is: what
will become of the Macao House? I stressed the fact that
we in Europe thought it best to recall all our people from
China and Macao in view of the danger from the
Communists. This, at first, caused no little consternation
among the members in Macao; it was insisted that the
danger was only imaginary or, at most, remote. But,
viewing the matter objectively, it became clear that my
misgivings were not without reason. And the language
difficulty makes it impossible for our members to engage in fruitful ministry. The training of our
students could be attended to in other countries not as exposed as Macao.
On my return to Rome, I put the whole matter before the Generalate. The decision was not an easy one.
We discussed the placing of our members from Macao. God grant that we may find the right solution
and that we may not fail in trust in His Providence.”

In July 1954, Fr. Leonard Gerke and the Salvatorian seminarians
were brought to Rome. They lived in the Motherhouse and studied
at the Gregorian for several years. In 1959, one of the first Chinese
Salvatorian priests, Fr. Francis Wang SDS, returned to Asia - this
time to the island of Formosa (Taiwan / Taipei) to begin looking for
opportunities for Salvatorians to minister there. Fr. Francis is pictured
with Archbishop Paul Yu Pin of Nanking, China, in the courtyard of
the Salvatorian Motherhouse in Rome, as they prepare to depart
together for the island of Formosa.

The following is adapted from a 1954 article in “The Salvatorian” magazine, written by Father Clyde
(Robert) Wagner SDS. The article is entitled “The Macao Story.”
“Macao, the Portuguese port across the bay and
west of Hong Kong, is one of the few places in
China not occupied by Mao Tse-Tung’s Red
Regime. It is one of the few spots left where
missionaries may seek refuge after expulsion from
China. Here, Salvatorian missionaries have found
refuge, singly or in groups, as they were expelled
from their extensive mission in Shaowu, Fukien
Province. They were joined by Chinese lads and
young men desirous of becoming priests who fled
Red terror when the Shaowu mission seminary had
been turned into a sad memory.
American Salvatorians had come to the Salvatorian house in Macao in 1950 to prepare themselves for
the Chinese mission. Hopes were still high then that the Communists would prove only a temporary
hindrance to apostolic activity. These missionaries went on learning Mandarin and Cantonese and
adapting themselves to the native ways, foods, customs and
climate. But what does a missionary do in days of hope and
fear, in days of waiting for the opportunity to proceed to his
assignment? With apostolic zeal he sets to work where he is
and ministers to souls, as Father Arnold Cotey SDS did.
Father found ample opportunity to be all a missionary could
wish for in his teaching at the South China University, in
ministering to the aged and the orphans, in teaching
seminarians in the Macao house or to boys at the Salesian
high school.
No less occupied apostolically was his companion, Father
Theodore Fashingbaur SDS, who acted as chaplain to an orphan-girls’ school, gave retreats, promoted
the Legion of Mary, and taught in the seminary. Both found an invaluable aid in Brother Venard Blais
SDS, whose many talents solved many practical problems that arose in the care of souls.
But the days of Macao as a base of freedom are numbered, and the
gathering of many missionaries in these places has prompted Superiors
to call to Rome most of the Salvatorian missionaries for assignment
elsewhere – for the American Salvatorians, possibly somewhere in Africa.
The Chinese seminarians have accompanied the Fathers to the center of
Christendom to complete their studies for the priesthood at the Gregorian
University. Only a few Salvatorian Fathers remain in China, one in prison
and others in difficult circumstances, all hoping that brighter days will
permit them to return to work among the people they have learned to love
and serve as Christ-in-disguise in the Fukien Province.

Father Leonard, the community and the Chinese
seminarians left for Rome via Hong Kong on
July 27, 1954, but with heavy hearts and hopeful
prayers that better days might soon dawn for the
Chinese people.”

One direct effect of the Salvatorian Mission in
Macao, China, is still with us today. When
Father Leonard Gerke SDS was working with
the Chinese students, he needed a way to teach
them about Jordan’s life and the early history of
the Salvatorian community. He was also trying to teach them English. Father Pancratius Pfeiffer’s work
about the Founder - Father Francis Jordan - and the early days of the Society, had been translated, but it
was quite scholarly and complicated. It was not an “easy read” for the Chinese students. So Father
Leonard decided to retell the story and write it in such a way that would make it much easier for them.
The result: “Because He Hoped in Me” – a book which is still used today to introduce our new
members to the life of Father Jordan and the early Salvatorian community.
In the centennial year of the Society – 1981 – thousands of copies
of “Because He Hoped in Me” were printed and sent out to
Salvatorian benefactors. In that edition, the late Father Dominic
Giles SDS wrote in the Forward of the book:
“This biography is not the first life of Father Jordan to be
published. The successor to the founder as superior general,
Father Pancratius Pfeiffer SDS, wrote the first account in
German in 1923; Father Winfrid Herbst SDS made the English
translation in 1930. Other lives of various lengths have appeared
in many languages. Father Leonard Gerke wrote this biography for
the Chinese aspirants to the Society in 1953-54 and, with changes
made through twenty years until his death in 1973, it has existed
only in manuscript. May this account inspire ... the members of
the Society to imitate Father Jordan’s unwavering confidence
in God.”

Though the Salvatorian Mission in Macao, China, is long-gone, Father Leonard’s effort on behalf of the
Chinese students remains as a lasting testament to the good work done there.

The following pages contain more photos from the Salvatorians’ days on the Macao peninsula.

