- 1892 When Salvatorians came
to the United States

In 1892, responding to the needs of the Diocese of Nesqually, Washington (which
covered the entire state of Washington until 1907 when the Diocese of Seattle was
created), Father Francis Jordan, founder of the Salvatorians (in that year we were still
known as the “Catholic Teaching Society”) sent three members to the Pacific Northwest.
Many European immigrants - Germans among them - were moving to that part of our
country to fill jobs in the quickly-growing logging industry. The bishop in charge of the
large diocese - Bishop Aegidius Junger - was looking for priests to help minister to the
growing Catholic population in Washington. A former priest of the Society, Father Anton
Johren - had moved to Washington in 1887 and he had been in contact with Father Jordan
about sending members of the Society to work in the Diocese of Nesqually. In 1892, Jordan
decided that the time was right to send a few members, and he asked Johren to arrange
something with the bishop. Bishop Junger felt that the Society would do well managing
and teaching the 125 boys at St. James School in Vancouver, Washington (near the border
with Oregon). On June 27, 1892, two priests and a brother left Rome, bound for America.
The first two Salvatorian priests in the USA.
The country they were coming to, however, was not really the “American Dream” that
many European immigrants had hoped it would be. Most immigrants had to settle for the lowest
paying jobs. They had to live in crowded ghettos of poorly built structures. And they faced many prejudices against immigrants in general, and
against Jews, Catholics, and Blacks in particular. The Pacific Northwest was no different.
On July 25, 1892, the first three Salvatorians - Fr. Severin Jurek, Br. Martialis Braendele, and Fr. Felix Bucher arrived in New York and began to
make their way across the country. They arrived in Washington on August 11. Now, more than a century later, Salvatorians of all three branches –
the Society of the Divine Savior (Salvatorian priests and Brothers), the Congregation of the Sisters of the Divine Savior (Salvatorian Sisters), and the
Lay Salvatorians minister across the USA in many states, and in many different types of ministry. We remember fondly those who were the first to
come here and who paved the way for us.

The experience of teaching at St. James School wasn’t exactly what they
had expected, and the assignment lasted only a year. The three
Salvatorians left Washington and headed south into Oregon - with
another priest from the Society who had arrived there - Fr. Ludwig
Mueller. They began to find work in parishes and on Indian reservations.
Other members of the Society arrived and ministered at parishes in
Washington and Oregon as well. Fr. Ludwig Mueller eventually
answered a call to minister in Cottonwood, Idaho. Others made their way
into California. Soon, Salvatorian Sisters also arrived and taught in the
parish schools.
In 1896, four years after this first foundation in the USA began, Father Jordan came to the United States with four members of the Society and they
established a community in St. Nazianz, Wisconsin. Though this community would become the largest base community for Salvatorians in the USA
for many years, the true beginnings of Salvatorian ministry in this country are in the Pacific Northwest.

Surprisingly, these early pioneer priests had cameras! And the photos they left us give a
fascinating look into the life of the Pacific Northwest 125 years ago. From the pictures of the
Native American Catholics of the Snohomish tribe in Washington and the Siletz tribe in Oregon
to the steam-engine railroads and
log cabins of the settlers and the
many churches being built by
and for the immigrants, we have
the opportunity to catch a
glimpse of our country in its
pioneer days.

These photos tell a story all their own!

