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CHRISTMAS SEALS
A Fund-Raising Staple from the Past

Before the days of “self-sealing” envelopes, and even before
envelopes were created with a gummed flap you had to lick,
people closed their mail with special envelope seals. Many
charities and non-profit groups created and sold such seals,
particularly during the Christmas season, to help promote
their causes and to raise funds. Before the invention of
“Scotch Tape” in the early 1930’s, people also used
promotional seals to wrap the presents they put under the
tree, and on packages mailed through the post office. Besides
being practical, it helped people show off the organizations
they were supporting through their donations.
The Salvatorians – from 1925 to the mid-1960’s – also
printed and sold Christmas Seals to raise funds for its
seminaries and missions in this country and around the
world.

The earliest booklets of 100 Salvatorian Christmas Seals asked for a donation of $1.00 - just a
penny a seal. The various pages of seals came in different colors.

In later years, full-color artwork decorated many of the
pages, and at least one page in the booklet bore tin-foil
seals for an added “classy” touch.

During the years of World War II, the pages of the booklet contained patriotic seals and often
bore words of prayer asking for peace.

In 1946, once World War II was over, the Salvatorian Christmas Seals could finally promote
the Salvatorian major seminary in Lanham, Maryland. The new building had been constructed
in 1941 – in fact its dedication took place on December 8, 1941, the day after the attack on Pearl
Harbor! But throughout the remaining war years, the Salvatorians dedicated their Christmas
Seal campaign to praying for peace and the end of the war.

Quite often, the booklets in which the seals were sent also included vocation information about
becoming a Salvatorian brother or priest.

By the mid-1950’s, the use of promotional seals was beginning to wane. People didn’t actually
“need” them to seal Christmas presents, packages that were mailed, or Christmas cards and
letters. If people did use them at all, it was only to show others the causes they were supporting.
They simply added them to the back of the envelope only for “show.” To cut production costs,
our own Salvatorian Christmas Seals were sent out in “sheet form” only – without the use of a
coverlet booklet that described some of our Salvatorian needs. The costs of printing and mailing
out the Christmas seals were beginning to outweigh the benefits gained from the campaign
donations.

The Christmas seals shown above – created in 1965 – were the last seals that the Salvatorians
used in their fund-raising efforts. Like other organizations and religious communities, other
means of raising funds had to be developed to help support their causes and missions.

We still, or course, need your help to support our seminarians and brothers in formation, our
missions and causes. Any donations you can send – especially if you choose to become a
regular on-going supporter – will help us tremendously.
Please go to our community’s webpage: www.salvatorians.com/donations.html
to discover the various ways in which you can help in our efforts. We will be forever grateful,
and you will remain in our daily prayers and Mass intentions.

And please keep us in your prayers as well. Our mission – “to proclaim the goodness and
kindness of Jesus Christ, our Divine Savior, by all ways and means the love of God inspires” –
is a continuing effort that needs your help – and God’s! And may God bless you as well.

